
Course details

Course title
History: The East India Company in 10 Objects

Course code
Q00019984

Course date

Start: 16/01/25
End: 27/03/25

Number of classes
10 sessions

Timetable

Thu 16th Jan, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 23rd Jan, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 30th Jan, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 6th Feb, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 13th Feb, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 27th Feb, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 6th Mar, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 13th Mar, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 20th Mar, 11:30 to 13:30
Thu 27th Mar, 11:30 to 13:30

Branch
Richmond

Tutor
Amy Miller

Fee range

Free to £100.00



How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may be provided
in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
In venue

Venue

Old Town Hall
Whittaker Avenue
Richmond
South West
TW9 1TP

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

Dubbed the ‘Corporation that Changed the World’ East India Company (1600-1874) transformed what the
British consumed, both at home and in their colonies. At its height the Company held sway over large swathes of
Southeast Asia. In this course, we will explore the history of the East India Company with specific focus on
India and China. Using the lens of material culture, we will consider the East India Company through a series of
objects that highlight politics, trade and cultural consumption.

Course description

Dubbed the ‘Corporation that Changed the World’ East India Company (1600-1874) transformed what the
British consumed, both at home and in their colonies. It was, at its inception, a trading concern that held a
monopoly over British trade with the East, bringing spices, cottons and other goods of desire into Britain. At its
height the Company held sway over large swathes of Southeast Asia. At home, it impacted fashion and food, as
muslins from India and silks, tea and porcelain from China graced bodies and tables across Britain. In this
course, we will explore the history of the East India Company with specific focus on India and China. Using the
lens of material culture, we will consider the East India Company through a series of objects that highlight
politics, trade and cultural consumption. We will think about the origins of those things that we use every day,
such as tea, where they come from and why. We will look at those objects, once ubiquitous, such as the
cashmere shawl, and explore the meanings that it held for eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britons. We will
examine the influence of the East India Company not just at home but its significant political and social impact
across India and China.

What financial support is available?



We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within reach so if
you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our education experts during
your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government funded but if you don't qualify or need
alternative financial help to access them then let us know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to be accessible so
if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education experts during your enrolment
journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/humanities-science/history/16-january-history-east-india-
company-10-objects


