
Course details

Course title
History: Journey along The Silk Road – a 6-week history of Exploration, Trade, Culture and Exchange

Course code
Q00018509

Course date

Start: 22/04/25
End: 27/05/25

Number of classes
6 sessions

Timetable

Tue 22nd Apr, 14:00 to 16:00
Tue 29th Apr, 14:00 to 16:00
Tue 6th May, 14:00 to 16:00
Tue 13th May, 14:00 to 16:00
Tue 20th May, 14:00 to 16:00
Tue 27th May, 14:00 to 16:00

Tutor
Kate Antoniou

Fee range

Free to £48.00

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes online in video meetings and materials will be provided in
our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
Online



Venue
Online

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

This course is re-run of the Spring term course: Embark on a fascinating journey through time and space as we
unravel the mysteries and marvels of the Silk Road. This 6-week course offers a comprehensive exploration of
one of the most significant trade routes in history, tracing its origins, evolution, and enduring legacy. From the
bustling marketplaces of ancient cities to the cross-cultural exchanges that shaped empires, we will delve into the
rich tapestry of cultures, economies, and ideas that flourished along this ancient network of trade routes. This
course will offer a rich interdisciplinary exploration of the Silk Road, drawing on historical texts, archaeological
evidence, visual media, and discussion to deepen understanding of its pivotal influence in world history.

Course description

This course aims to provide learners with a deep understanding of the historical significance and impact of the
Silk Road on global trade, cultural exchange, and the formation of empires.

• Starting with the origins of the Silk Road from its origin as a trade route connecting China, Central Asia, and
the Mediterranean, analysing the key commodities traded and their economic importance. Examining the
opening up trade routes to the West, and considering the Roman Empire's demand for luxury goods from the
East and its impact on Silk Road trade.

• Exploration of the golden age of the Silk road and the cities on the route as centres of trade culture and
innovation and how they lead to the spread of religions ideas, technologies and pandemics along the Road.
Examining the Silk Road's role in the rise and fall of empires, including the Mongol Empire and the Timurid
Empire.

•

Exploration of the decline of the Silk Road in the early modern period due to shifts in global trade routes and
political upheavals. Examining how the Silk Road has influenced Western perceptions of the East. Lastly
considering the current measures to create a new ‘Silk Road’ and consider its likely impact.

What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within reach so if
you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our education experts during



your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government funded but if you don't qualify or need
alternative financial help to access them then let us know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to be accessible so
if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education experts during your enrolment
journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/humanities-science/history/22-april-history-journey-along-silk-
road-6-week-history


