
Course details

Course title
Music Appreciation: Shakespeare and Verdi

Course code
Q00017430

Course date

Start: 10/05/25
End: 10/05/25

Number of classes
1 sessions

Timetable

Sat 10th May, 10:00 to 16:00

Branch
Wokingham and District Branch

Tutor
Robin John

Fee range

Free to £25.20

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may
be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
In venue



Venue

The Bradbury Community Centre (Wokingham
Rose Street
Rose Street
Wokingham
RG40 1XS

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

Verdi dominated Italian opera in the 19C with a series of highly dramatic works. He was an avid
reader of literature and the great playwrights; most of his operas are derived from their works. His
favourite writer was Shakespeare and he took great pride in his operatic settings of Macbeth,
Othello and Falstaff. If you are a lover of Shakespeare, then you will learn how an operatic setting
with its dramatic music and singing can provide an enhanced experience of these great dramas.

Course description

From the 20+ operas written by Verdi during his 50 year career, this course will focus on the three
‘Shakespeare’ operas written at key points in his life - Macbeth, Othello and Falstaff. The course
will tell the story of how these operas came to be written, with the latter two created after a long
period of inactivity when no new operas were produced. You will gain an insight into Verdi’s
modus operandi, his obsession for detail and his love of Shakespeare. To illustrate Verdi’s great
dramatic skills, extensive audio and video excerpts from these works will be presented. You will
also learn about his fear of making an operatic setting of King Lear, which Verdi many times
started but did not bring to fruition.

What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within
reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our
education experts during your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government
funded but if you don't qualify or need alternative financial help to access them then let us
know.

What other support is available?



All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to
be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education
experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have
optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/languages-culture/music/10-may-music-
appreciation-shakespeare-and-verdi


