
Course details

Course title
History: Who will rid me of this troublesome priest? Henry II, Eleanor Aquitaine and Thomas
Beckett

Course code
Q00017705

Course date

Start: 16/09/24
End: 21/10/24

Number of classes
6 sessions

Timetable

Mon 16th Sep, 9:30 to 11:30
Mon 23rd Sep, 9:30 to 11:30
Mon 30th Sep, 9:30 to 11:30
Mon 7th Oct, 9:30 to 11:30
Mon 14th Oct, 9:30 to 11:30
Mon 21st Oct, 9:30 to 11:30

Branch
Berkhamsted

Tutor
Michael Long

Fee range

Free to £44.40



How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes online in video meetings and materials will
be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
Online

Venue
Online

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

Thomas Becket and Henry II— The struggle for supremacy between two powerful, stubborn men,
Archbishop and King. This course explores the relationship between Becket and Henry and sets it
in its historical context. Rivalries between father and sons, brother against brother, wife against
husband. The course will consider the critical role played by Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine, who
history has blamed for the rebellion of her sons against their father, the King. In addition, we will
consider the part played by Henry and Eleanor’s sons, Henry the Young King, Richard, Geoffrey
and John.

Course description

Thomas Becket and Henry II—a story that everyone knows yet, a story that is shrouded in legend
and propaganda. The struggle for supremacy between two powerful, stubborn men, Archbishop
and King. This course explores the relationship between Becket and Henry and sets it in its
historical context. It formed a backdrop to the bitter intrigue and rivalry that existed in Henry II’s
reign. Rivalries between father and sons, brother against brother, wife against husband. It is a
time when the truth is stranger than fiction. The course will consider the critical role played by
Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine, who history has blamed for the rebellion of her sons against their
father, the King. In addition, we will consider the part played by Henry and Eleanor’s sons, Henry
the Young King, Richard, Geoffrey and John. These are the years between 1170 and 1200, a
historical roller-coaster ride that shaped English identity.



What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within
reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our
education experts during your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government
funded but if you don't qualify or need alternative financial help to access them then let us
know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to
be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education
experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have
optimal access.
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