
You will find that some courses are only available for WEA members at this time, as
part of member's priority booking. Courses will become available for all at 11 am on
Wednesday 3rd July. Alternatively, become a WEA member today to book right away.
Click on the 'Become a member' link at the top of the page.

Early booking is a membership perk for WEA members, where courses are available
exclusively before becoming available for everyone else.

Got it!

Course details

Course title
Literature: Detective Fiction in Society and Culture

Course code
Q00017701

Course date

Start: 26/09/24
End: 17/10/24

Number of classes
4 sessions

Timetable

Thu 26th Sep, 18:30 to 20:00
Thu 3rd Oct, 18:30 to 20:00
Thu 10th Oct, 18:30 to 20:00
Thu 17th Oct, 18:30 to 20:00



Branch
Berkhamsted Branch

Tutor
Guest Speaker

Fee range

Free to £7.40

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes online in video meetings and
materials will be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
Online

Venue
Online

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview
In these lectures Stephen Wilkinson will introduce students to the history of the
detective genre and discuss its relationship to the development of capitalism,
urbanisation and consumerist commodity culture. Students will be encouraged to
read detective fiction as a prism through which societies, their anxieties and
underlying psycho-political natures can be understood. Using the examples from the
UK, US and Cuba students will gain an insight into the ways in which popular
literature gives shape and form to our lives.



Course description

In these lectures Stephen Wilkinson will introduce students to the history of the
detective genre and discuss its relationship to the development of capitalism,
urbanisation and consumerist commodity culture. Students will be encouraged to
read detective fiction as a prism through which societies, their anxieties and
underlying psycho-political natures can be understood. Using the examples from the
UK, US and Cuba students will gain an insight into the ways in which popular
literature gives shape and form to our lives. In the first lecture, Stephen will discuss
the origins and characteristics of the detective novel and how it developed from the
mid-late 19th Century through to the 20th Century. This will be followed by a
discussion of the ways in which the detective fiction changed as western societies
became more complex, violent and urbanised through the 20th Century. Particular
attention will be paid to the use of detective fiction as a propaganda vehicle in
Socialist societies. The course will end with an overview of the way in which the
detective novel de

What financial support is available?
We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult
learning within reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your
goals then speak to one of our education experts during your enrolment journey.
Most of our courses are government funded but if you don't qualify or need
alternative financial help to access them then let us know.

What other support is available?
All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are
designed to be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss
this with the education experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all
we can to make sure you have optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/languages-culture/literature/26-
september-literature-detective-fiction-society-and-culture


