
Course details

Course title
Art Appreciation: The Sistine Chapel

Course code
Q00017593

Course date

Start: 04/02/25
End: 04/03/25

Number of classes
3 sessions

Timetable

Tue 4th Feb, 10:00 to 12:00
Tue 25th Feb, 10:00 to 12:00
Tue 4th Mar, 10:00 to 12:00

Branch
Wokingham and District

Tutor
Guest Speaker

Fee:

£30.00

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may be provided
in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
In venue



Venue

The Cornerstone (Wokingham)
Norreys Avenue
Wokingham
RG40 1UE

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

The Sistine Chapel is indeed a jewel box of great painting. With works by Botticelli, Ghirlandaio, Perugino and
Michelangelo, some of the greatest works of the Italian Renaissance are to be found there. But this is more than
just a collection of great works. It is also the pope’s private chapel and so these works were created not just for
display but to relay a greater message to the world, But how many of the thousands of visitors really understand
that message or what these works are about? In this study day we shall seek to decode the 'messages' contained
in these great works and see what Sixtus IV and Julius II and their artists were really saying to us.

Course description

The course will begin with a brief history of the rebuilding of the Sistine Chapel in the 1470s by Pope Sixtus IV.
Despite being desperately short of funds to restore both Rome and the Vatican after many years of neglect, he
not only took on this expensive rebuild but, for the decoration of its walls, employed some of the most eminent
artists of the day, including Botticelli, Perugino and the Ghirlandaio brothers. The pope himself helped to draw
up the subject of these frescoes and so they are the first important works created specifically for the chapel. His
nephew, Julius II, would continue this work, bringing in another Florentine, the sculptor Michelangelo, to paint
the ceiling. It would have seemed that such a project was doomed to disaster but Michelangelo created there one
of the iconic masterpieces of Western art which continues to draw thousands of visitors every year. Two further
popes would also play their part in completing the programme of art: first, Leo X employed the great Raphael to
create the drawings for a series of tapestries (and did you know that those drawings now hang in the V & A
Museum in London?) and finally, Clement VII brought Michelangelo back to paint a moving and emotional Last
Judgement on the altar wall. This Study Day is a feast of art to be enjoyed by all.

What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within reach so if
you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our education experts during
your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government funded but if you don't qualify or need.

What other support is available?



All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to be accessible so
if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education experts during your enrolment
journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/humanities-science/history/4-february-art-appreciation-sistine-
chapel


