
You will find that some courses are only available for WEA members at this time, as part of
member's priority booking. Courses will become available for all at 11 am on Wednesday 3rd July.
Alternatively, become a WEA member today to book right away. Click on the 'Become a member'
link at the top of the page.

Early booking is a membership perk for WEA members, where courses are available exclusively
before becoming available for everyone else.

Got it!

Course details

Course title
History: A Cultural Tour of Istanbul

Course code
Q00017281

Course date

Start: 19/10/24
End: 19/10/24

Number of classes
1 sessions

Timetable

Sat 19th Oct, 10:00 to 16:00

Branch
Wokingham and District Branch

Tutor
Guest Speaker



Fee range

Free to £25.20

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may
be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
In venue

Venue

The Cornerstone (Wokingham)
Norreys Avenue
Wokingham
RG40 1UE

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

Settled by the Greeks in the 7th century BC, the city which is now called Istanbul, became
Emperor Constantine’s ‘New Rome’ in AD 330 and it was named Constantinople. In 1453 the city
was overrun by Mehmed II and it became the capital of the Ottoman Empire. The study day
explores the rich architectural and artistic legacy left by both Byzantine and Ottoman rulers in a
city which was shaped by being for centuries the meeting point of Europe and Asia.

Course description

We shall first examine the remains of the Roman city, founded by the emperor Constantine,
among which are the Hippodrome and the Basilica Cistern. Next, we shall focus on the rich
Christian heritage left by the Byzantine empire such as the churches of Hagia Sophia and the
Church of St Saviour in Chora with their splendid mosaic decorations. This will be followed by a
study of masterpieces of the Ottoman period such as the Topkapi Palace, for nearly four centuries
main residence of the sultans, the imperial architecture of Sinan and the Blue Mosque.
Throughout reference will be made to the cultural, religious and political context in which artworks
were created.



What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within
reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our
education experts during your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government
funded but if you don't qualify or need alternative financial help to access them then let us
know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to
be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education
experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have
optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/humanities-science/history/19-october-history-
cultural-tour-istanbul


