
Course details

Course title
Art Appreciation: Symbolism in Art

Course code
Q00016859

Course date

Start: 01/11/24
End: 01/11/24

Number of classes
1 sessions

Timetable

Fri 1st Nov, 10:00 to 15:30

Branch
Winchester Branch

Tutor
David Brindley

Fee range

Free to £23.10

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may
be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!
In venue



Venue

St Lawrence Parish Rooms (Winchester)
Colebrook Street
Winchester
SO23 9LH

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

Can you read the hidden meanings in paintings? For centuries artists have relied upon symbols to
convey their intentions, but how do we find out what lies behind some of the most well-known
works of art? In this extensively illustrated study day with WEA tutor David Brindley, we’ll explore
the wealth of symbolism in western art from the Renaissance and Baroque periods, the
Impressionists to Surrealism, and from abstract art to the present and offer an interpretation of the
hidden meanings within these pieces.

Course description

Art bristles with meaning - but how do we unlock it’s hidden symbolism? How do we begin to
understand the intentions of artists from another age and culture? Have we lost the skill of reading
what lies beneath the surface of a painting? We begin by looking at cave and rock art from very
early human communities, and consider how this might be interpreted. Medieval and
Renaissance artists used symbolism extensively - not only as a means of distinguishing one saint
from another, but also as a way to convey deeper purpose. Paintings such at Van Eyck’s Arnolfini
Portrait and Holbein’s Ambassadors, both in the National Gallery, are full of hints and puzzles. In
the nineteenth century both Constable and Turner address contemporary issues of the threatened
countryside and the abolition of slavery in their art. The Impressionists and the Pre-Raphaelites
have messages to convey to us in their use of symbolism. And in the twentieth century artists
wrestle with Freud’s psychoanalytical ideas, and try to make sense of the world wars. WEA tutor
David Brindley brings his extensive experience in art history and religious studies to this richly
illustrated study day.

What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within
reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our
education experts during your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government



funded but if you don't qualify or need alternative financial help to access them then let us
know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to
be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education
experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have
optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/languages-culture/art-history/1-november-art-
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