
Course details

Course title
Art Appreciation: Art of Christmas - Christmas images and how artists interpret the Christmas
story

Course code
Q00016856

Course date

Start: 12/12/24
End: 12/12/24

Number of classes
1 sessions

Timetable

Thu 12th Dec, 10:00 to 15:30

Branch
Winchester

Tutor
David Brindley

Fee range

Free to £23.10

How you'll learn

You'll join a small group of fellow learners for classes at the venue indicated. Some materials may
be provided in our virtual learning environment.
Got it!



In venue

Venue

St Lawrence Parish Rooms (Winchester)
Colebrook Street
Winchester
SO23 9LH

Level of study
Beginners

Course overview

The Christmas story has probably inspired more art than any other subject. From medieval icons
of the Virgin and Child to the Renaissance paintings of the shepherds and the wise men; and from
stained glass windows to Christmas cards, the story has been at the forefront of western art. This
study day will examine the historicity of the gospel stories and how they have been interpreted by
artists through the centuries. A wide range of art will be shown and there will be space for
discussion and for learners to offer their own suggestions and experiences.

Course description

Beginning with the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she is to bear a child who will be
God’s son, this extensively illustrated study day with WEA tutor David Brindley, looks in detail at
each part of the Christmas story as imagined by artists. Fra Angelico’s agenda-setting
annunciation fresco starts us on a journey of investigation. Why are the birth narratives of Jesus
in only two of the four gospels? Why do the gospel accounts differ so widely? How do artists
imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem? Giotto and Reubens give us their
versions of the shepherds’ at the crib. The visit of the wise men was a favourite subject of
Renaissance artists - Botticelli and Mantegna depict them , and later Rembrandt give a different
interpretation. The dark story of the massacre of the innocent children by Herod is shown by
Breugel, and the strange and little known legends of miracles on the journey of the Holy Family to
Egypt fascinate several artists. We then look at the development of images of Santa Claus, and at
the importance of Christmas cards as an art form. This richly illustrated study day is the perfect
preparation for the Christmas season.

What financial support is available?

We don't want anything to stand in your way when it comes to bringing Adult learning within
reach so if you need anything to support you to achieve your goals then speak to one of our



education experts during your enrolment journey. Most of our courses are government
funded but if you don't qualify or need alternative financial help to access them then let us
know.

What other support is available?

All of our digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments are designed to
be accessible so if you need any additional support you can discuss this with the education
experts during your enrolment journey and we will do all we can to make sure you have
optimal access.

Source URL: https://www.wea.org.uk/courses/languages-culture/art-history/12-december-art-
appreciation-art-christmas-christmas-images


